
The educational programs of the

European Geosciences Union (EGU)

Carlo Laj

Chairman, Committee on Education

education@egu.eu

            est. 2002

mailto:Carlo.Laj@lsce.ipsl.fr


The Committee on Education of EGU was created 

in 2002 with the purpose of developing educational 

activities at EGU. 

1) Geosciences Information for Teachers (GIFT) 

workshops

2) Educational session at EGU General 

Assemblies (teachers and scientists and sciences 

educators)

3) GIFT Distinguished lectures

4) EGU-UNESCO-ESA GIFT workshop Port 

Elizabeth

5) GIFT Workshops Alexander von Humboldt 

topical Conferences.
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GIFT workshops: two-and-a-half-day teacher enhancement workshops 

held in conjunction with EGU's annual General Assembly.

Selected top-level scientists working in the field of Earth Science will offer the 

invited teachers talks centered on a different theme every year.

Main objectives:

- to spread first-hand scientific information to science teachers of primary and 

secondary schools, significantly shortening the time between discovery and 

textbook,

- to provide the teachers with material that can be directly transported to the 

classroom,

- to stimulate curiosity towards scientific research that the teachers will transmit 

to their pupils via full immersion of science teachers in a truly scientific context 

(EGU General Assemblies) and direct contact with world leader geo-scientists.



2009

Topic: The Earth from Space
Programme   Presentations   Brochure Web Conferences 

2008

Topic: The Carbon Cycle
Programme   Presentations   Brochure

2007

Topic: Geosciences in the city
Programme   Presentations   Brochure

2006

Topic: The Polar Regions
Programme   Presentations   Brochure

2005

Topic: The History of the Earth
Programme   Presentations   Brochure

http://gift.egu.eu/gift-symposia.html
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GIFT - 2010

« Energy and sustainable development»





Typically: 

80 participants

20 countries

8-9 conferences

2 half-days practical works with ESA experts

4 oral teacher-to-teachers communications

40-45 teachers’ posters

1 visit to local institutions in Vienna (UNOOSA, IAEA…)

Visit and reception at the Vienna Museum of Natural Hystory
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Alexander von Humboldt Conferences

The Alexander von Humboldt Conference Series of the European 

Geosciences Union are a series of meetings held outside of 

Europe, in particular in South America, Africa or Asia, on selected 

topics of geosciences with a socio-economic impact for regions on 

these continents, jointly organized with the scientists and their 

institutes/institutions of these regions. 
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