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International  Mathematical  Olympiad  – 
IMO 
http://www.imo-official.org/ 

1959 Romania 118 Netherland 

International Phisics Olympiad – IPhO  
http://www.jyu.fi/ipho/ 1967 Poland 80 Thailand 

International   Chemistry   Olympiad  – 
IChO http://www.icho.sk/ 1968 Czechoslovakia 71 Turkey 

International  Olympiad in  Informatics  – 
IOI http://www.ioinformatics.org 1989 Bulgaria 84 Thailand 

International  Biology  Olympiad  – 
IBOhttp://www.ibo-info.org/ 1990 Czechoslovakia 59 Taiwan 

International  Astronomy  Olympiad  – 
IAO http://www.issp.ac.ru/iao/ 1996 Russia 19 (in 2008) Bulgaria 

International  Geography  Olympiad  – 
iGeO http://www.geoolympiad.org/ 1996 Netherland 22 German (2012) 

International  Junior  Science  Olympiad 
(under 15 years old) – IJSO  
http://www.ijso-fficial.org/home 

2004 Indonesia 49 (2009) South Africa 

International Olympiad on Astronomy 
and Astrophysics 
IOAA 
http://ioaa.info/ioaa2007/ 

2007 Thailand 22 Poland 

Name, acronym and website First 
edition 

Country where was 
held  the  first 
edition 

Partecipant 
countries  in 
2010 

Country  guest  in 
2011 

International  Earth  Science  Olympiad  - 
IESO http://www.ieso2009.tw 

2007 Republic of Corea 18 Italy 
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The IESO is an annual competition for secondary school students. 

The students have to test their skills in: geology, geophysics, meteorology, 
oceanography, terrestrial astronomy and environmental sciences.  

The theoretical examination includes problems which are supposed to measure 
the participants’ knowledge and understanding of Earth science areas. The 
practical examination consists of tasks which are designed to assess 
participants’ abilities to carry out scientific investigations in earth science 
inquiries.  

Each delegation is composed of 4 students and 2 supervisors.  

The official language of IESO is English; however, the supervisors may 
translate the written examinations and related materials into to the 
participants’ native language.  

What is IESO? 



http://www.geoscied.org/ 
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The main aim of the IESO is to encourage students’ interest and 
public awareness of Earth Science and to enhance Earth science 
learning. With the IESO the organizers hope to pick out talented 
and  gifted  Earth  science  students  and  to  promote  the 
improvement of teaching Earth sciences at schools. Last but not 
least, the IESO is developed in pursuit of encouraging friendly 
relationships among young learners from different countries and 
promoting  international  cooperation  in  exchanging  ideas  and 
materials on Earth sciences and Earth sciences education. 

Aim 
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• 2007 – 1st edition – Republic of Korea, topic: Earth for Life, Universe 
for future Life 
• 2008 – 2nd edition – Philippine, topic: Cooperation in Addressing Climate 
Changes 

• 2009 – 3rd edition – Taiwan, topic: Human and Environment 

• 2010 – 4th edition – Indonesia, topic: The Present is the Key to the Future 

• 2011 – 5th edition – Italy, topic: Earth Science Renaissance: Science, 
Environment and Art 

• 2012 – 6th edition – Japan, topic: Our future: Earth and Space 

• 2013 – 7th edition – India 

Previous and future editions 
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IESO test 





(A) 

(B) (C) 

(D) 

The figure below shows a type of landform which consists of sand.  
What is the most likely prevailing local wind direction? (1 pt) 

(A) from low right to upper left       (B) from upper right to lower left 
(C) from upper left to lower right     (D) from lower left to upper right 
(E) no prevailing wind direction can be identified 



(A) 

(B) (C) 

(D) 

The figure below shows a type of landform which consists of sand.  
What is the most likely prevailing local wind direction? (1 pt) 

(A) from low right to upper left       (B) from upper right to lower left 
(C) from upper left to lower right     (D) from lower left to upper right 
(E) no prevailing wind direction can be identified 



Assume that you are travelling along 
the northern margin of the Sahara 
Desert where vegetation cover is 
poor and the bedrock is exposed and 
readily observed (see photograph 
below). This rugged topography is 
characterized by many small ridges 
(indicated with arrows). Please draw 
a cross section to show the 
relationship between the lithology 
and topography. Use ‘M’ for 
mudstone and ‘S’ for sandstone to 
label the rocks. (2 pts) 

Risposta: 



Risposta: 

S 

M M 
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the northern margin of the Sahara 
Desert where vegetation cover is 
poor and the bedrock is exposed and 
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below). This rugged topography is 
characterized by many small ridges 
(indicated with arrows). Please draw 
a cross section to show the 
relationship between the lithology 
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International Team Field Investigation 

















Plenary lecture Professor Emerito Seiya Uyeda dell’Università, Tokyo (foto di Chung Chu-Hsiang)  
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M 

V VdA 

1993, Perugia, International  
Chemistry  Olympiad – ICHO 

1999, Padova, International 
Physics Olympiad – IPhO 

2008, Trieste, International 
Astronomy Olympiad – IAO 

2011, Modena, International 
Earth Science Olympiad 

2012, Sirmione, International 
Olympiad in Informatics – IOI  
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47 countries 

33 with students 

65 mentors 

134 students 

41 observer 

12 guest 

IESO 2011 we will aspect: 
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IESO Pre Conference 6-10 July 2011,  

Modena, Italy 
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We are 
waiting for 

you! 


