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Meeting  
Michael Schmidt 

Vienna, Wednesday 20.4.2016 



 Agenda 

 Statistics 2016 

 Geodesy Sessions 2016  

 Call for sessions 2017 

 Medals and Awards 

o Vening-Meinesz Medal 

o Outstanding Young Scientist Award (including presentation) 

o EGU Outstanding Student Poster Award in Geodesy 

 Structure of the Geodesy Division 

 Early Career Scientist Representation 

 Other items 

 Report of the Early Career Scientist Representative 

 AOB 



 Statistics 2016 

As of 14 April, the Assembly 2016 provides: 

  16,130 papers in programme | +13.34% (2015) 

  4,863 orals | 10,320 posters | 974 PICOs | ratio 30 / 64 / 6 

  619 unique scientific sessions | 321 side events* 

  10,988 registrations in advance (10,943 already paid) | +23.68% 

(2015) 

 



 Papers in programme 2005–2016 
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 Presentation ratio 2005–2016 
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 Participants at EGU Assemblies 2005–2014 
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 Geodesy Sessions 2016 

G1.1: Recent Developments in Geodetic Theory 

G1.2: Mathematical methods for the analysis of potential field data and … 

G1.3: High-Precision GNSS Algorithms and Applications in Geosciences 

G2.1: The Global Geodetic Observing System: Monitoring Geohazards 

G2.2: The International Terrestrial Reference Frame: Elaboration, Usage …  

G3.1: Glacial isostatic adjustment: Theory, modelling, observations and related …  

G3.2: Spaceborne geodetic sensor observations: From high-frequency … 

G3.4: Earth Rotation: Theoretical aspects, observation of temporal …  

G3.5: Monitoring and modelling of geodynamics and crustal deformation: …  

G4.1: Acquisition and processing of gravity and magnetic field data and …  

G4.2: Satellite Gravimetry: Data Analysis, Results and Future Concepts 

G4.3: Frontiers of ultra-high degree gravity field modeling, height system unification, … 

G5.1: Observation-based modeling of the ionosphere - from Sun to Earth 

G5.2: Atmospheric Remote Sensing with Space Geodetic Techniques 

G6.1: Open session on geodesy 



 Geodesy Sessions 2016 

G1.1: Recent Developments in Geodetic Theory 

G1.2: Mathematical methods for the analysis of potential field data and … 

G1.3: High-Precision GNSS Algorithms and Applications in Geosciences 

G2.1: The Global Geodetic Observing System: Monitoring Geohazards 

G2.2: The International Terrestrial Reference Frame: Elaboration, Usage …  

G3.1: Glacial isostatic adjustment: Theory, modelling, observations and related …  

G3.2: Spaceborne geodetic sensor observations: From high-frequency … 

G3.4: Earth Rotation: Theoretical aspects, observation of temporal …  

G3.5: Monitoring and modelling of geodynamics and crustal deformation: …  

G4.1: Acquisition and processing of gravity and magnetic field data and …  

G4.2: Satellite Gravimetry: Data Analysis, Results and Future Concepts 

G4.3: Frontiers of ultra-high degree gravity field modeling, height system unification, … 

G5.1: Observation-based modeling of the ionosphere - from Sun to Earth 

G5.2: Atmospheric Remote Sensing with Space Geodetic Techniques 

G6.1: Open session on geodesy 

Altogether 15 (14) sessions  

Among them are:  

• 7 (6) co-organized sessions with geodesy lead  

• (5 (4) session with lead by other division)   

• 1 (2) PICO session 



 Geodesy Sessions 2016 

Rules for oral slots in 2016, #abstracts around February, 14th: 

• 16 (15) abstracts: 1 oral slot, 

• 32 (30) abstracts: 2 oral slots, 

• 45 (45) abstracts: 3 oral slots  



 

 Dramatic increase of abstracts w.r.t. the previous years 

o 2015: 21%  

o 2014: 6%  

 The number of oral slots (19) does not reflect this evolution sufficiently (only 

12% more than 2015). Main reasons are: 

o Limited capacity of the building  

o Extension of security restrictions (mostly because of fire protection) 

 Some sessions suffer more from this development as others; the ratio is with an 

average of 0.28 significantly less than 0.33.  

 This year we have 

o one poster only session (also not enough abstracts (15!) for a PICO 

session)  

o 19 contributions in the Open Session (some people feel that their topics are 

not covered by the other sessions  gaps in the session programme?)  

 Geodesy Sessions 2016 

Conclusions 



 Geodesy Session Plan 2016 



 Call for Sessions 2017 

 Skeleton could be based on successful sessions at EGU 2016 

 Important: each EGU member can  

o propose new sessions, 

o modify existing sessions.  

 Proposals send by mid of September 2016: 

o no overlapping or similar topics; these should or will be merged 

o up-to-date topics 

o realistic topics to attract enough contributions 

o number of sessions reasonable? (not too much: it is always 

better to have a less number of strong session than a larger 

number of small session which have to ‘fight’ for an oral slot)  

o are all important up-to-date geodetic topics represented? 

o is the title of a session general and attractive enough to appeal 

enough people? 



 Call for Sessions 2017 

 

Geodesy Programme Committee:  

 Division president,  

 Deputy presidents,  

 Early Career Scientist Representative,  

 Possibly other selected geodesists to cover the whole field of 

geodesy (e.g. former division presidents) 

 

EGU Programme Committee chair: amongst others responsible 

for the EGU session programme.  

 



 

 Think again about proposing co-organized sessions – this is the way  to 

strengthen the interdisciplinary character of EGU. 

 In such a case there should be at least one co-convener from the co-

organizing sessions/divisions;  e.g.: 

A session with Geodesy lead and Hydrological Sciences (HS) as co-

organizing division should have the main convener from geodesy and 

at least one co-convener from HS.  

 Consider for the choice of conveners:   

o gender diversity (i.e. are there female conveners included?),  

o diversity in countries/institutes,  

o inclusion of young (early career) scientists (especially the 

established sessions should include young (co-)conveners into the 

conveners group!!!), 

o a minimum of three conveners is desirable.  

 Call for Sessions 2017 

Additional Remarks 



 Medal and Awards 

Vening Meinesz Medal  

 This medal has been 

established by the Division on 

Geodesy in recognition of the 

scientific achievements of 

Vening Meinesz 

  

 It will be awarded by the EGU 

for distinguished research in 

Geodesy, i.e. it is an award on 

Union Level  



 Medal and Awards 

Previous Vening Meinesz Medallists  

 

2016 

See next slide! 



 Medal and Awards 

2016 Vening Meinesz Medallist:  

Srinivas Bettadpur  

The 2016 Vening-Meinesz Medal is awarded to 

Srinivas Bettadpur in recognition of his outstanding 

contributions to precise orbit determination and ocean-

tide modelling, and his pioneering developments in the 

field of time-variable gravity field determination from 

satellite-to-satellite tracking data.  

Division Medal Ceremony and the Medal Lecture will be on Thursday, 

20.4.2016, 19:00-20:00, Room L3 (green level)  

 

WELCOME 

 

Title: From GRACE to GRACE Follow-On and Beyond 



 Medal and Awards 

Division Outstanding Young Scientists Award 

 The Division Outstanding Young Scientist Award recognizes 

scientific achievements in the field covered by the related Division, 

made by a young scientist. 

  

 It will be awarded by the Division, i.e. it is an award on Division 

Level  



The 2016 Division Outstanding Young 

Scientists Award is awarded to Witold Rohm 

for his innovative contributions in Global 

Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) 

meteorology research, advancing our 

understanding of meteorological processes 

that impact on GNSS signals.  

 Medal and Awards 

Division Outstanding Young Scientists Award 

Presentation is given now  

Title: GNSS and meteorology where we are heading 



 Medal and Awards 

Call for Nominations 

 Nominations for all the medals and Union Service Award are to be sent 

to the e-mail address awards.medals@egu.eu by 15 June of each 

year (absolute deadline) in pdf format. Only EGU members can submit 

nominations.  

 Nominations for the Outstanding Young Scientist Award are to be sent 

to the e-mail address awards.medals@egu.eu by 15 June of each 

year (absolute deadline). 

 See http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/proposal-and-selection-of-

candidates.html for more details 

 (reminder will be send by me end of May) 
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 “If only one nomination is received for a … Division medal, the … 

Medals Committee will assess the merits of the candidate and may 

seek the help of external peers to ensure that the candidate is high 

profile and deserving.”  

 “The EGU reserve the right to not confer the medal when there is 

only one nomination.” 

 See http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/proposal-and-selection-of-

candidates.html for more details. 

I strongly recommend - as it happened in the last 3 years - to submit 

more than one nomination for the Vening-Meinesz Medal and the 

Outstanding Young Scientist Award. 

 Medal and Awards 

Call for Nominations  

Additional Information 
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 Medal and Awards 

Outstanding Student Poster and PICO (OSPP) 

Award 

“In relation with its General Assemblies, the Union presents a number of 

special awards, such as the Outstanding Student Poster and PICO 

(OSPP) Awards to further improve the overall quality of poster and PICO 

presentations and most importantly, to foster the excitement of younger 

colleagues in presenting their work in form of a poster and/or PICO.” 

Awarded in the Divisions, based on evaluation of Judges during the 

poster sessions. 

The awardees receive  

• a conference fee waiver for the next EGU General Assembly and 

• are invited to submit a paper free of publication costs to one of the 

EGU journals.  

At the Division meeting of the respective division held at the next General 

Assembly, each awardee receives an award certificate. 

http://www.egu.eu/publications/list-of-publications.html


 Medal and Awards 

 2015 OSP Winners 

Christoph Bamann 

 The 2015 Outstanding Student Poster (OSP) 

Award is given to Christoph Bamann for his 

poster entitled: 

Detector Data Simulation and Filtering 

Strategy for the European Laser Timing (ELT) 

Experiment On-board ACES  

(Bamann, C.; Schlicht, A.; Hugentobler, U.; 

Pühl, M.) 





 Medal and Awards 

 2015 OSP Winners 

Wolfgang Szwillus 

 The 2015 Outstanding Student Poster 

(OSP) Award is given to Wolfgang Szwillus 

for his poster entitled: 

Depth sensitivity of satellite gravity gradients 

inferred from a density model of North 

America  

(Szwillus, W.; Ebbing, J.) 





 Structure of Geodesy Division 

and upcoming elections 
President: 

Michael Schmidt (2013-2017) 

 my second 2-years term will end with the EGU GA 2017 

 a second re-election is not possible 

 thus, we search for candidates (if you are interested please 

contact me) 

 the nomination will be in September 2016 and the election of the 

next EGU division presidents will be in November 2016 

 

Deputy presidents:  

Johannes Böhm (2013-2017), Adrian Jäggi (2015-2017) 

 Johannes Böhm’s term of 4 years will end with the EGU GA 2017 

 next appointments during the EGU GA 2017 by the next Division 

president  

 



 Structure of Geodesy Division 

 
Early Career Scientist (ECS) Representative: was appointed for a term of 2 

years, i.e. the period 2014-2016 

 Roelof Rietbroek was appointed for 1 further year (2016-2017)  

 It is desirable to build up a team of early career scientists within the 

geodesy division   

 The role of the ECS Representative is to build the link to EGU  

 Please let me and Roelof know if you are interested in joining the team 

 You must fulfill the requirements for Early Career Scientists, namely: 

 An Early Career Scientists (ECS) is an undergraduate or postgraduate (Masters/PhD) 

student or a scientist who has received his or her highest degree (BSc, MSc, or PhD) 

within the past seven years, 

 

 

 

 



 Structure of Geodesy Division 

 

According to §7.5: Besides Division President and Deputy Presidents 

each division may have other division officers. 

Currently we have (see our geodesy webpage http://g.egu.eu, has to be 

updated urgently) 

 Programme committee  

 Officers for Awards & Medals  

 Members of the OSPP committee  

 Early Career Scientist Representative  

 

We further need: 

 Webmaster  

http://g.egu.eu/


Vening-Meinesz Medal committee:  

 four past medalists + ex officio Geodesy Division President and EGU 

Award committee chair (both non-voting). Second-year medalist is 

chairing the committee 

 2017 committee members:  

o Srinivas Bettadpur (1),  

o Geoff Blewitt (2, chair),  

o Reinhard Dietrich (3),  

o Zuheir Altamimi (4), 

o ex officio: Michael Schmidt, Award committee chair 

Outstanding Young Scientist Award: 

 Division president + deputy presidents + latest medalist 

Outstanding Student Poster and PICO Award: 

 Division president + deputy presidents 

 

 Approval of the Medal and                          

Award committees 

 

Committees 

approved 

unanimously by the 

Division meeting 



EGU Theme 2016: Active planet 

Special events:  

 dedicated lectures,  

 join-in activities,  

 photo competitions,  

 movies presented in the Geo 

Cinema. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Other items 

 

Question which has to be answered from the Geodesy EGU members: Do we 

want to have a theme for the EGU 2017? 

 



 Other items 

 

 Conveners should complain 

about the sizes of the 

lecture rooms (if necessary).  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Communication Activities at the 

General Assembly 

EGU Today 

 EGU Today is a daily newsletter highlighting interesting workshops, lectures 

and GeoCinema screenings, amongst activities at the Assembly 

 Paper copies will be distributed daily and are available to download at 

www.egu2016.eu/egu_today 

Blogs 

 GeoLog, the EGU Blog Network & EGU Division Blogs will be sharing great 

sessions, research, interviews and more throughout the Assembly 

 Follow them at geolog.egu.eu and blogs.egu.eu 

Social Media 

 Sessions will be advertised on Twitter (@EuroGeosciences) and Facebook 

(European Geosciences Union) 

 Participants can ask questions & keep updated by following #EGU16 



 Need new ECS rep in 2017! 

o Regular skype meetings 

o Topics: promotion of ECS  & 

events, awards, ECS definition, 

blogs, evaluating feedback, 

reach out to AGU  

 ECS activities as team effort: 

o EGU blog 

 http://blogs.egu.eu/divisions/g/ 

 Contributions welcome 

o Organization of events 

 Short course on presentation 

feedback last Monday 

o Do you want to get involved?  

Report of the ECS Representative 



Any other business 


