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Terra Australis Incognita - 1530



1773 - Captain James Cook



Conquering Antarctica
24 January 1895 - the Antarctic



Antarctica in 1938



Territorial Claims
•France:

• Claim: Adélie Land (claimed in 1924).
• Crozet Islands, Kerguelen Islands, Amsterdam Island (1950s)



7 countries



Territorial Claims
. •United Kingdom:

• Claim: British Antarctic Territory (established in 1908).
• South Georgia, South Sandwich Islands (1982 Falklands War with Argentina)



Territorial Claims
.
•South Africa’s Subantarctic Interests:

•Prince Edward Islands: Controlled since 1948, used for scientific research and conservation.







Geopolitical Climate [pre Antarctic treaty]

World War II (1939-1945)

•Increased Geopolitical Tensions
• Major rivals: United States vs. Nazi Germany, United Kingdom vs. Japan.

Cold War (1947-1991)

•Intensified Superpower Rivalries
• Major rivals: United States vs. Soviet Union.

•Antarctic Strategic Interest

•Prevention of Military Conflict





The Antarctic Treaty (1959)

Negotiation and Signing:1959: The Antarctic Treaty was negotiated in Washington, D.C., and signed by 12 
countries including the U.S., U.K., Soviet Union, and others.

Entered into force in 1961, marking a new era of cooperative governance.





Antarctic Treaty

•Protections:
•Scientific Research: Guarantees freedom for scientific investigation and mandates the sharing of 

research results with all treaty parties.

•Environmental Conservation: Ensures protection of Antarctic ecosystems from human impact.

•Bans:

•Military Activity: Prohibits military operations, including the establishment of military bases and 

testing of weapons.

•Territorial Claims: Suspends all new claims of sovereignty and freezes existing claims to avoid 

territorial disputes.

•Allows:

•International Cooperation: Encourages collaborative scientific research and mutual support 

among signatory nations.



•1959: South Africa was an original signatory, valuing the strategic and scientific importance of Antarctica.

•SANAE Base 

(SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION):

•Established: 1959

•SANAE II Base:

•Established: 1965

•SANAE III Base:

•Established: 1979

•SANAE IV Base:

•Established: 1997

•Status: Currently operational and serves as South Africa's main Antarctic research base.

South African scientific research station



•India:

•Joined the Antarctic Treaty: 1983

•First Scientific Base: Dakshin Gangotri Station, established in 1983

•Brazil:

•Joined the Antarctic Treaty: 1975

•First Scientific Base: Comandante Ferraz Station, established in 1984



•China:

•Joined the Antarctic Treaty: 1983

•First Scientific Base: Great Wall Station, established in 1985



Associated Protocols

1964: Conservation of Fauna and Flora
•Protection: Bans harmful collection of wildlife, protects ecosystems from exploitation.

•1972: Conservation of Antarctic Seals

•Regulation: Limits seal hunting, sets quotas to ensure sustainable populations.

•1980: CCAMLR (Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources)

•Management: Regulates fishing, aims to conserve marine life in the Southern Ocean.



The Madrid Protocol (1991)

•Purpose and Provisions:
•Environmental Protection: Declares Antarctica a natural reserve dedicated to peace and science.

•Ban on Mineral Resources: Prohibits commercial mining and mineral exploitation, allowing only 

scientific research.

•Long-Term Protection:
•Duration: went into force 1998





What happens next?

•Antarctic Treaty:

• Review Mechanism:
• Can be reviewed or modified through consensus by Consultative Parties.

•Madrid Protocol:

• Review Process:

• First 50 Years (1998-2048): Can only be amended with unanimous agreement of all Consultative Parties.

• Post-2048: Any Consultative Party can call for a review conference. Amendments require a majority of all 
Parties

• Prohibition on Mineral Resources:
• The ban cannot be removed unless a new binding legal regime on mineral resource activities is established 

through consensus.



What can improve or disrupt the Antarctic treaty?



Current geopolitical climate

•Allies

•Australia and New Zealand

•Argentina and Chile

•United Kingdom and Norway

•Japan and South Korea

•BRICS Countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the United Arab Emirates )

•NATO

•South Africa and Norway



Good Potential Outcomes

•Global Climate Initiatives:

• Climate change and Sustainable Practices:
• .

• Innovative Solutions:

•Increased International Collaboration:

• Positive Diplomacy:

• Shared Research:



•South China Sea Disputes

•Countries: China, Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Taiwan.

•Russia-Ukraine War

•Countries: Russia, Ukraine, NATO.

•U.S.-China Rivalry

•Countries: United States, China.

•Arctic Resource Conflicts

•Countries: Russia, U.S., Canada, Norway, Denmark.

•Middle East Tensions

•Countries: Iran, Saudi Arabia, Israel, U.S.

•Indian Ocean Chokepoints

•Countries: India, China, U.S., Australia, Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia.

Current geopolitical climate



Worst Case Scenario Outcomes

•Geopolitical Rivalries:

• Territorial Disputes:

• Countries Involved: Russia, Argentina, Chile.

• Military Competition:

• Countries Involved: Russia, China, the United States.



Worst Case Scenario Outcomes

•Resource Exploitation Conflicts:

• Mineral Resource Push:

• Countries Involved: Australia, China, South Africa.

• Overfishing Disputes:

• Countries Involved: Norway, Japan, South Korea, China.
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