
Division Meeting 
Seismology

P. Martin Mai (sm@egu.eu)

Meetings | Publications | Outreach | www.egu.eu

General Assembly 2017 | Wednesday, April 26



Agenda & Topics

§  Welcome
§  Awards & Medals
§  Meeting & Session Statistics

§  Structure of the Seismology Division
§  Any other business



Beno Gutenberg Medal 2016

The 2017 Beno Gutenberg Medal is awarded to Hitoshi Kawakatsu in 
recognition of his outstanding contributions to seismological studies of 
deep earthquakes, volcanoes, subduction zones, and the Earth’s mantle

Prof. Hitoshi Kawakatsu
Earthquake Research Institute
University of Tokyo
Japan



Division Outstanding Young Scientists Award 2017
The 2017 Division Outstanding Early Career Scientists Award is awarded to Elmer 
Ruigrok for pioneering contributions to the methodology of retrieving seismic-
reflection responses from passive seismic data, including ambient noise, and to its 
application at global, regional and basin scale.

Dr. Elmer Ruigrok
University Utrecht

Elmer Ruigrok, during an early stage of his PhD research, derived the 
general theory for retrieving global-scale reflection responses for long 
period ambient noise and coda wave data, to develop a methodology 
for global-scale seismic interferometry. Following this theoretical 
work, Elmer applied seismic interferometry to basin and regional-
scale seismicity and to ambient noise data. Moreover, Elmer did not 
limit his applications to surface waves only, suited for tomographic 
inversion, but he was one of the first to retrieve high-resolution body-
wave reflection responses.  
This deviation from the “mainstream’‘ research in seismic 
interferometry makes Elmer’s research truly groundbreaking. His work 
has resulted in an impressive number of journal papers on a variety of 
applications …

http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/division-outstanding-ecs-award/2017/elmer-ruigrok/

Friday, 28 Apr 2017, Room M1, 14:15–14:30; (SM Division Outstanding ECS Award Lecture) 
Inverting near-surface models from virtual-source gathers 

Elmer Ruigrok, Caron Vossen, and Hanneke Paulssen 



Outstanding Student Poster & Pico Award 2016

The 2016 Division Outstanding Student Poster & Pico (OSPP) Awards

Using muon radiography to map the bedrock 
geometry underneath an active glacier: A case study 
in the central Swiss Alps (Lechmann, A.; Mair, D.; 
Nishiyama, R.; Ariga, A.; Ariga, T.; Ereditato,T.; 
Scampoli,P.; Vladymyrov, M.; Schlunegger, F.;). 

Distance and azimuthal dependence of ground-
motion variability (Chandra Vyas, J.; Mai, P.M.; 
Galis, M.). 

http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/ospp-award/2016/ 

Alessandro Lechmann Jagdish Vyas 



Eligible for the Outstanding Student Poster and PICO (OSPP) Awards are 

students: 

§  who are first author & personally present the poster/PICO at the conference; 

§  who satisfy one of the following criteria: 
 

§  current undergraduate (BSc) or postgraduate ( MSc, PhD) student; 

§ recent undergraduate or postgraduate student (conferral of degree after 1 

January of the year preceding the conference)  

§  who are presenting their thesis work 
 

Each first OSPP author can register only ONE abstract (poster or PICO) for the OSPP contest 

http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/proposal-and-selection-of-candidates/ 

Nominations for OSPP Award



Nominations for Outstanding Young Scientists Award / 
Arne Richter Award for Outstanding Young Scientists

Nomination letter (1/2 page) including the division that the candidates research is 
most applicable to.

Curriculum Vitae. A summary of the candidate's CV (1 page) including their date of 
birth and the date when their highest degree qualification was received.

Selected bibliography. A list of selected publications by the candidate that best 
support the nomination (1/2 page). It should also state briefly the candidate’s total 
number and types of publications and citations.
The whole nomination package for the Outstanding Young Scientists Award / Arne 
Richter Award for Outstanding Young Scientists must not exceed 2 pages, otherwise 
the nomination will not be accepted.

Arne Richter Award: From all division OYSA winners, four are selected for the EGU-
wide Arne Richter Award, within four distinct groups [Solid	Earth	So-	Earth,	Planetary	and	
Space	Sciences,	Interdisciplinary] 
  

http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/proposal-and-selection-of-candidates/ 



Nominations for Beno Gutenberg Medal
Nomination letter (1 page). This must clearly detail why the candidate deserves this 
recognition, in particular focus on the candidate's scientific contributions to the field, 
their importance, their impact on the discipline and their implications for the future. 
The new views and new insights that have been stimulated by the candidate's work 
are particularly relevant. 
 
Curriculum Vitae (2 pages). A summary of the candidate's CV, including the 
candidate’s name, address, history of employment, degrees, research experience, 
honours, and service to the community. 
 
Selected bibliography (2 pages). A list of selected publications by the candidate that 
best support the nomination. It should also state briefly the candidate’s total number 
and types of publications and citations. 
 
Supporting letters. Between 3 and 5 letters of support (maximum 1 page each) 
should be submitted. These letters should clearly establish the nominee's recognised 
contribution to the field. 

http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/proposal-and-selection-of-candidates/ 



Beno Gutenberg Medal – Committee for 2018

The Committee for the Beno Gutenberg Medal 2018 is composed of the last five 
medalists who have been awarded the Beno Gutenberg Medal 
 

http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/proposal-and-selection-of-candidates/ 
http://www.egu.eu/awards-medals/beno-gutenberg/ 

2018 ? 

Göran Ekström Greg Beroza 
(chair) 

Jeroen Tromp 
 

Roel Snieder 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Hitoshi Kawakatsu 

To be discussed – two possible changes: 
 
   [1] Expanding the BG-Committee by one non-medalist member 

 (e.g. past division president) ? 
   [2] Moving the Gutenberg Medal Lecture to an evening talk (7-8 PM) 
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Meeting & Session Statistics

As of 19 April (17:01), the Assembly 2017 provides: 

§  17,399 papers in programme | +7.87% (2016) 

§  4,849 orals | 11,312 posters | 1,238 PICOs | ratio 28 / 65 / 7 

§  11,331 registrations in advance | +3.55% (2016) 

§  649 unique scientific sessions | 88 short courses | 322 side events* 

§  383 out of 649 scientific sessions are co-organized (59%) 

§  The 383 co-organized include 12 IE sessions with 261 presentations 

§  Original sessions: 1,432; 1,059 still active, 373 withdrawn 

§  Withdrawn: 356 scientific sessions and 17 side events  
*Side events include: SSE (w/o US), OEM (w/o EOS), STM (w/o SC), FAN, AM 

EGU General Assembly 2017 facts 
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Meeting & Session Statistics

Presentation ratio 2005–2017 
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Meeting & Session Statistics

Participants at EGU General Assemblies 2005–2016 
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SM Statistics, 2017



Meeting & Session Statistics

The session scheduling process 



Meeting & Session Statistics

The session scheduling process 



Scientific Program of the GA and for Seismology

§  The meeting is increasing continuously, in number of people 
and number of abstracts, but the venue is fixed in size

§  Scheduling will be increasingly difficult: 2016, ~20 abstracts 
were needed for an oral block, in 2017 already ~22.

§  Many small sessions are likely to be merged, or poster only
§  PICO sessions are a very good alternative
§  The skeleton program for GA18 will be developed until 09/17
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Structure of the Seismology Division
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EGU	Seismology	Division	BLOG		
h?p://blogs.egu.eu/divisions/sm/		

-  Official	EGU	blog	

-  Editors:	Laura	Ermert	and	Laura	Parisi	

-  Writers:	ECS-reps	team,	guest	writers		
						(e.g.,	Iris	van	Zelst)	

-  Paper	of	the	month	(contributors:	Olaf	Zielke,		
-  Mar;n	Mai,	Jess	Johnson,	Derek	Keir,	Luca	De	Siena,		

Andreas	Fichtner,	Andrew	Valen;ne).	
					VOLUNTEERS	NEEDED!	Hands	up	NOW!	

-  Topics	of	general	seismological	interest	

-  Seismology	events	(conferences,	workshops,	…)	
	



EGU	Seismology	Division	FACEBOOK	PAGE		
h?p://blogs.egu.eu/divisions/sm/		

-  Managed	by	ECS-reps	team	
-  Links	to	SM	Division	blog	
-  General	Assembly	highlights	during	General	Assembly	

Total likes 

We joined  
the SM Division! 



EGU	Seismology	Division	TWITTER	
h?ps://twi?er.com/egu_seismo	

-  Managed	by	ECS-reps	team	
-  Links	to	SM	Division	blog	
-  General	Assembly	highlights	during	General	Assembly	



EVENTS	

-  EGU	proposal	for	topical	event	(Laura	Parisi	
and	Lucia	GualWeri)	

-  ECS	career	event	embedded	in	the	3rd	TIDES		
						training	school	[9–14	July	2017,	Oxford,	UK]		
					(COST	ACTION	)	
	
	
	
	
-  Seismology	Division	Social	Event	
					TONIGHT		@	8pm,	JOIN	FOR	NETWORKING,	
					DRINKS	AND	DINNER!	
					[Mel’s,	Wipplingerstraße 9, Vienna]	
						



GET	INVOLVED!	
-  Follow	blog	and	twieer,	like	the	facebook	page	

-  Give	us	feedback	on	EGU,	SM	Division,	General	Assembly,	…	

-  Blog	wriWng	

-  Ideas	

-  Next	ECS	representaWves	

Contact	us	ecs-sm@egu.eu	
	



§  EGU is a bottom-up organization, and we – as a division –  
are rather flexible on how to organize ourselves

§  Possible additions / changes?
§  Science Officers: other fields to cover? 
§  Deputy President: vacant, to be filled ! 

 

Structure of the Seismology Division



Structure of the Seismology Division



§  Helps to coordinate with Science Officers and other 
divisions to build a strong and coherent seismology 
program for the GA 

§  Assists the Division President, and replaces him/her if 
needed, in official EGU matters (e.g. Council Meetings)

§  Could be the designated next Division President

Deputy President for the Seismology Division



Deputy President for the Seismology Division /
Election of next division president

“Election of a new division president for divisions with a 
president who starts her/his second term now and who is 
outgoing in 2019:”



§  Elections in autumn 2017 with 2 candidates minimum

§  The elected person will become incoming division deputy 

president (“president-elect” at the GA 2018, and then 
division president at the GA 2019


§  These divisions have an appointed division deputy president 
for GA 2017 to GA 2018 (who needs to be approved by the 
division meeting of the GA 2017).




§  EGU is a bottom-up organization, and we – as a division –  
are pretty flexible on how to organize ourselves

§  Possible additions / changes?
§  Science Officers: other fields to cover? 
§  Deputy President: vacant, to be filled ! 

 

Structure of the Seismology Division

Proposal: Philippe Jousset (GFZ Potsdam) – 
Crustal Fluids and Seismic Activity 



§  Beno Gutenberg Medal
§  Expand the Committee to include a non-medalist? 

§  Many divisions have this implemented 

§  Broaden the vision of the committee 
§  Could be a past division president 

§  Move the medal lecture to an evening slot (7-8 pm) 
§  Frees up four oral slots for the general SM session 

§  Avoids clash with division meeting and other sessions 
§  Could include a catered event (sponsoring needed!) 

Structure of the Seismology Division
Planning for 2018 and beyond



§  Proposing & Planning Sessions for GA
§  Try to connect early with colleagues  
§  Try to think inclusive & cooperative; large integrative 

sessions are easier to schedule and “stronger” then 
many small fragmented sessions 

§  Communicate with co-organizing divisions to agree 
where the Seismology Division should be the leading 
division  

à Seek input from division president and section officers 

Structure of the Seismology Division
Planning for 2018 and beyond
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Promote the exchange of science and 
increase the visibility of EGU 

total: 90 proposals, ~20 funded, avg. 2000 EUR

Topical Events / Conferences / Workshops

§  EGU Galileo Conferences
§  Conferences series
§  Co-sponsored events 

(Topical events, workshops, training schools)

Funded events



6-9 June 2017  
From process to signal-advancing environmental seismology  
Ohlstadt, Germany 
 

EGU Galileo Conferences (two funded)

EGU Conference Series
27-31 August 2017 
15th International Workshop on Modelling of Mantle 
and Lithosphere Dynamics, Putten, Netherlands 



GA Survey
www.egu2017.eu/feedback 
 
 
§   Distribution: 

-  via email to participants and EGU members  
after the GA 

-  links on social media & blog 
-  egu2017.eu website 
-  Flyers/cards in Vienna 

§   Survey live during GA, until mid June 



Final remarks
§  Don’t forget the deadlines for award nominations: June 15 !
§  Planning for the GA18 begins in summer, until mid Sept !
§  Engage with the ECS-reps; write for the Seismo-Blog !
§  Enjoy the rest of the meeting !

!  the division lives from y/our initiatives  !

contact to discuss division matters 
Martin Mai    |  sm@egu.eu

           martin.mai@kaust.edu.sa


