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Climate History

Aims: (1) Use historical sources to reconstruct past climate conditions and 

(2) to examine interactions between climate and society, including social 

vulnerability and responses to extreme weatheré

Works best when combining written archives and natural proxiesé

Approach: To bring together human and natural archives

Woodcut, 'The Great and Terrible Flood', January 1651, Bavaria State Library



Part 1: History Informing Climate Science?



Lithograph depicting the 1631AD eruption of Vesuvius, with Saint Januarius (San Gennaro) 

interceding to stop the eruption. 

Eruptions can also have significant impacts much further afield, through influence on climate.



Source: Alan Robock



The main point? Thereôs serious complexity here! Many unknowns.

Source: Robock (2000)


