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PS STRUCTURE 



Office 2015-2016 

  President : Özgür Karatekin 

  Vice President :  Iannis Dandouras 

Science Officers 

 Solar System Exploration and Techniques: David Mimoun & Kim Reh   

 Terrestrial Planets:  Ruth Ziethe & Stephanie Werner 

 Outer planets: Athena Coustenis & Olivier Mousis 

 Small bodies and dust:  Ralf Srama & J. Keyser 

 Plasmas and magnetospheres:  Pierre Garnier & Katerina Radioti  

 Exoplanets: Daniel Winterhalter & James Cho 

 Modelling and experimental work in Planetology:  Javier Martin-Torres  & Luigi Colangeli 

 Origins and Astrobiology: Jesus Martinez-Frias, François Raulin, Zita Martins 

APPROVAL @ DIVISION MEETING 









PS Early Career Scientists Update 

 

  Lena Noack – ECS Representative 2014-2016 

         Maike Neuland – ECS Representative from 2016  

EGU General Assembly, 2016 

20 April 2016 

 

 
Elodie Gloesener   Cédric Gillmann        Simone Ieva        Baptiste Journaux    Maxime Maurice   Christian Müller        Seda Özdemir  Benjamin Palmaerts        Loïc Rossi    Ruth-Sophie Taubner 

http://www.egu.eu/ps/young-scientists            EGUPSDivision            

EGU_PS 



ECS in the PS division 

ECS PS activities 2015-2016: 
  

▪ Website: http://www.egu.eu/ps 

▪ Twitter: EGU_PS 

▪ Facebook: EGUPSDivision 

▪  Short courses and ”Science Flash”  

    for ECS at EPSC 2015 

▪ 1-day workshop on mission proposals at ESTEC 

  co-organized with B. Foing and AbGradE 

EGU 2016: 

▪ Short courses for ECS 

▪ PICO sessions from ECS for ECS 

http://www.egu.eu/ps/young-scientists            EGUPSDivision            

EGU_PS 



Definition of ECS 

Old definition: 
  

▪ A scientist that is 35 years old* or younger, who can be an undergraduate or  

   postgraduate (Masters/PhD) student or who has received his or her highest degree  

   (e.g., BSc, MSc, PhD) within the past seven years* 
 

 

New definition: 

  

▪  An Early Career Scientists (ECS) is an undergraduate or postgraduate  

   (Masters/PhD) student or a scientist who has received his or her highest  

   degree (BSc, MSc, or PhD) within the past seven years* 

 

* Provided parental leave fell into that period, up to one year of parental 

leave time  

   may be added per child, where appropriate. 

http://www.egu.eu/ps/young-scientists            EGUPSDivision            
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ECS : Awards at EGU 

 

▪ Young Scientist's Travel Award (application deadline ~Nov 2016) 
 

▪ Outstanding Student Poster and PICO Award 

  For a current undergraduate (e.g., BSc) or postgraduate (e.g., MSc, PhD) 

student or  

  recent undergraduate or postgraduate student (conferral of degree after 1 January of  

  the year preceding the conference) who are presenting her/his thesis work 

 

▪ Division Outstanding Young Scientists Award (deadline: ~ mid-June)  

   together with Arne Richter Award for Outstanding Young Scientists 

   For an undergraduate or postgraduate (Masters/PhD) student or a  

   scientist who has received his or her highest degree (BSc, MSc, or PhD)  

    within the past seven years*. 
 
 

* Provided parental leave fell into that period, up to one year of parental 

leave   time may be added per child, where appropriate  



ECS presentation within EGU 

▪ EGU-wide ECS Representative 2016-2017 

Lena Noack, ECS Programme Committee Representative 

Post-Doc at Royal Observatory of Belgium 

 

▪ PS ECS Representative 2016-2018 

Maike Neuland 

PhD student at University of Bern, Switzerland 

 

▪ PS ECS Team 2016-2017 

Elodie Gloesener, Cédric Gillmann, Simone Ieva, Baptiste Journaux, Maxime 

Maurice, Christian Müller, Lena Noack, Loïc Rossi and Ruth-Sophie Taubner 

 

Want to become a member? Contact us:  

http://www.egu.eu/ps/young-scientists 



Future Plans 

▪ Realisation of SECreT (Scientific Easy Creative Texting)  

    Contest (EGU 2017) 

 

▪ Participation in Joint EPS/EPSC Meeting 2016 and/or other meetings in the  

   field “Planetary Space Science” 

 

▪  Continuation of workshops and short courses for ECS at scientific meetings 

http://www.egu.eu/ps/young-scientists            EGUPSDivision            EGU_PS 



AWARDS 



Division Medal Committee 

 Tilman Spohn  (Chair) 

 Francois Forget 

 Hans Rickman 

 Dmitriy V. Titov ( term finished) 

 Sushil Atreya (new member) 
 ’ 

APPROVAL @ DIVISION MEETING 







EGU Office - Report of Activities - Programming of the 

on-line A&M nominations  

 





Outstanding Student Poster (OSP) Award 

▪ Eligible for the Outstanding Student Poster (OSP) Awards are students that:  

     1. are first author and personally present the poster at the conference; 

     2. are a current or recent undergraduate (e.g., BSc) or postgraduate (e.g.,  

         MSc, PhD) student presenting her/his thesis work 

▪ Awardees get a conference waiver for the following year 

 

▪Need more participants and/or Outstanding Student PICO Award 

 

▪ Need judges! 

     Registration form: click box if willing to help with judging posters 

     Evaluation forms and poster assignments online 

     Need help of each convener for judge assignments 

Division OSP Coordinator :  Lena Noack 







The Division Outstanding Young Scientist Award recognises scientific achievements in the field covered by the related Division, 

made by a young scientist.  



Introduction
Prokaryotes have dominated life on Earth 
for >2 billion years often acting as 
biological impetus to prompt 
environmental changes. However, 
microbes from the Precambrian are 
poorly preserved and thus little is known 
about ancient communities. In order to 
better understand how these communities 
changed throughout the Precambrian we 
examined spheroidal microfossils from 
three different deposits for changes in
size, abundance and biovolume. We used 
light microscopy and Synchrotron 
Radiation X-ray Tomographic Microscopy1

to perform novel analyzes on these 
microbial remains to assess how these 
three factors varied throughout this period 
of Earth’s history. 

Materials
Strelley Pool, Australia—3.45 Ga

Gunflint Chert, Canada—2.1 Ga

Rasthof Cap Carb, Namibia—650 Ma

Methods

Biovolume calculations:

Biovolume was calculated using a 
combination of diameter measurements 
and abundance counts. The calculations 
used the following assumptions

1. The shape of a spherical microfossil is 
that of a perfect sphere

2. A random sampling of 100 diameter 
measurements accurately represents 
size distribution

3. 4 abundance counts in 4 separate rock 
regions accurately represent 
microfossil abundance

Acknowledgments
Thanks to the academic and support staff at 
University of Bristol, the Bob Savage Fund and the 
TOMCAT Beamline, Paul Scherrer Institute, CH.

Results
Cell abundance decreased towards the end of the Precambrian

Biovolume remained relatively constant (0.17% Strelley, 0.17% Gunflint, 0.16% Rasthof)

Size and disparity increased through time

Discussion and Conclusions

Consistent biovolumes found 
through time with negative 
correlation between large cell 
size and abundance potentially 
indicates that microfossils grew 
in a nutrient limited system. 

The observed increase in cell 
size and the corresponding 
decrease in surface to volume 
ratio may be attributed to 
selective factors such as 
increased motility in response 
to predation2,3. 

Size increase may also be 
linked to preservational bias. 
With smaller prokaryotes 
having been predated by 
grazers3,4. 

R. L. Moore1,4, J. Reitner2, M. D. Baiser3, P. C. J. Donoghue1, B. E. Schirrmeister1

1 Palaeobiology, School of Earth Sciences, Life Science Building, University of Bristol, UK  
2 Department of Geobiology, Centre for Geosciences, Faculty of Geosciences and Geography, Georg-August-University of Goettingen, Germany

3 Department of Earth Sciences, University of Oxford, UK
4 Current address: Insitut de Physique du Globe de Paris, France: moore@ipgp.fr
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1. Donoghue, Philip CJ, et al. "Synchrotron X-ray tomographic microscopy of fossil embryos." Nature 442.7103 (2006): 680-683.
2. Young, Kevin D. "The selective value of bacterial shape." Microbiology and molecular biology reviews 70.3 (2006): 660-703.
3. Bengtson, Stefan. "Origins and early evolution of predation." Paleontological Society Papers 8 (2002): 289-318.
4. Walter, M. R., and G. R. Heys. "Links between the rise of the Metazoa and the decline of stromatolites." Precambrian Research 29.1 (1985): 149-174.

Morphotype disparity in the Precambrian

Figure 1: a-d) Strelley Pool Chert, e-h) Gunflint Chert, i-l) Rasthof Cap Carbonate. Column 1: Micrographs from each 

of the 3 localities. Column 2: A single slice from an SRXTM scan of each of the 3 localities: Strelley Pool and Rasthof 

Cap Carbonate microfossils appear white, Gunflint chert microfossils appear as dark outlines. Column 3: 3D 

reconstructions of microfossils in their original orientations. Column 4: Histograms of diameter measurements of each 

locality. 

Light Microscopy Synchrotron Radiation 
X-ray Tomographic 
Microscopy (SRXTM)Raman Spectroscopy
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In relation with its General Assemblies, the 

Union presents Outstanding Student Poster 

(OSP) Awards (formerly YSOPP) to further 

improve the overall quality of poster 

presentations and most importantly, to foster 

the excitement of younger colleagues in 

presenting their work in form of a poster. 



2016 EGU General Assembly 

 & 

PS Programme 



EGU’s General Assembly 2015 at 
a glance 

• 11,837 attendees from 108 
countries in 2015 

• 23% students, half of the 
participants were early careers 

• 577 scientific sessions (198 co-
organized) and 310 side events 

• 4,870 oral, 8,489 poster, and 705 
PICO presentations 



EGU’s General Assembly 2016 at 
a glance 

As of 14 April, the Assembly 2016 provides: 
 

• 16,130 papers in programme | +13.34% (2015)  

• 4,863 orals | 10,320 posters | 947 PICOs | ratio 
30 / 64 / 6 

• 619 unique scientific sessions | 321 side 
events* 

 

*Side events include: SSE (w/o US), OEM (w/o EOS), STM, FAN, AM 

 



Papers in programme 2005–2016 
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Presentation ratio 2005–2016 
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Participants at EGU Assemblies 
2005–2015 





PS lead : 419 

Total: 771 

PS lead : 386 

Total: 535  

2013 GA 

2014 GA 

2014 GA 

2016 GA 

PS lead : 504 

Total:  703 

2015 GA 

PS lead : 419 

Total:  708 



#  of Abstracts per PS led Session 



• We tried to take account the requirements from conveners.  (Back-to Backs, No 

overlap) 

• Not possible to take all of them into account and avoid parallel session.   

• Not always same sessions shall end up in Friday afternoon or Monday morning… 

• We have a balance programme : GA continues also on Friday ! (We have Oral, 

Medal, US,.., conveners party!)  





Allocated PS rooms sizes (118, 200, 494 (Only Mo/Tu Mornings)) 



OB Requested: 31 (without PS4.1, PS4.2)  

OB Available: 21 

OB Requested by Conveners 



#  of OB allocated 



EGU 

Oral 30% 

Poster 64% 

Pico 6% 

EGU 2016 

PS 

Oral 36% 

Poster 51% 

Pico 13% 



PROGRAMME 
What is New 



 NEW SESSIONS 

 PS1.5 Science and Technology for the Asteroid Impact & Deflection 
Assessment (AIDA) mission 

 PS4.4  New light at CERES 

 ….....Pluton in PS3.1 





Next year’s Theme ? 





PUBLICATIONS 



PUBLICATIONS 

Special issue for PSS from your session or combination of sessions like : 

 Solar wind interaction with the terrestrial planets (P. Garnier, A. Milillo, 
A. Radioti) 

 Outer planets systems (A. Coustenis, et al) 

 



EGU journals at a glance 

• 16 peer-reviewed open-access journals, one 
proceedings journal 

• Author’s copyright and CC-BY licence for 
unlimited distribution & usage 

• 13/16 journals are indexed by Thomson Reuters 
with Impact Factor 

• Highest IF 6.086 (GMD) 

• Open Access 

• Interactive Public Peer 
Review 

• Article Level Metrics 

• Moderate Article 
Processing Charges 

• Archiving & Indexing 



IF:1.709 

Annales Geophysicae & PS 

 That AnnGeo should expand its aims and scope so that it 
more explicitly caters for topics addressed by the PS 
Division of EGU. (http://www.annales-geophysicae.net/about/aims_and_scope.html) 

 

  “Annales Geophysicae: Earth, planets, and solar system” 

 

 Modify the current aims and scope accordingly, Add 
Topical Editors  / Editor-in-Chief. 

http://www.annales-geophysicae.net/about/aims_and_scope.html
http://www.annales-geophysicae.net/about/aims_and_scope.html
http://www.annales-geophysicae.net/about/aims_and_scope.html
http://www.annales-geophysicae.net/about/aims_and_scope.html
http://www.annales-geophysicae.net/about/aims_and_scope.html


EGU Sponsored Meetings 



https://www.egu.eu/meetings/ 

 

https://www.egu.eu/meetings/
https://www.egu.eu/meetings/


EGU Galileo conferences 

Purpose of Galileo conferences: 

• Bring together up to 100 participants for a 3-5 days meeting to 

discuss a well-focused cutting-edge topic at the frontier of 

geosciences research in a stimulating environment. 

• Possibility to publish a special Galileo Conference proceeding 

issue in one of the EGU journals 

Support: 

• EGU is putting at disposal the conference organization tools; web 

hosting, abstract, programme and registration management. 

• EGU provides comprehensive organisational support by 

organizing e.g. venue, poster boards, catering, Wi-Fi facilities, etc. 

Thereby the organising committee can fully focus on the scientific 

aspects of the conference. 

• Support for Early Career Scientists (up to 5000€) 

• EGU is covering a potential deficit of the event. 

 www.egu.eu/meetings/galileo-conferences/ 







? 





EDUCATION 





PRESS CONF 



Press activities 

  Press conferences: opportunity for scientists to present their work to 

journalists; opportunity to get the EGU conference and its research to 

reach a wider audience 

 ~ Several press conferences planned: http://media.egu.eu/press-

conferences/  

Remote streaming + questions: via Skype and Twitter (this worked well 

last year) 

http://media.egu.eu/press-conferences/
http://media.egu.eu/press-conferences/
http://media.egu.eu/press-conferences/


Press activities 



Geocinema 



WHAT IS NEXT 



ELECTIONS 

 NEW PS DIVISION PRESIDENT 

 ELECTION IN AUTOUMN 

https://www.egu.eu/elections/ 

 

 

https://www.egu.eu/elections/
https://www.egu.eu/elections/


How to Improve ? 

 Not enough OBs (~30-%) to satisfy everybody and conveners should be 
aware that sessions with less than 15 abstracts total submitted may not 
be able to get any OBs.  

 Rooms: each division gets a few rooms/time and has to cope with that.  

 Posters/PICO : more attractive ?  

 PICO/POSTER Awards! Need Judges  / Award for convener / Judge  

 Side Meetings: Small rooms and Splinter, Townhall Meetings. 

 New Sessions / Missions (Mars, Jupiter,.. Proposols) ? 

 More co-organized sessions 

 More Union level Sessions  

 Consider Outreach, Great Debates  and Press conferences.  

 Web Pages/ Twitter /Facebook (Use for the community)  

 Give your Feedback!  Conveners, YS, Science Officers, P, VP,  …. 

 Send ideas on Geocinema, Education/Outreach, Meetings 



NOMINATIONS! 

Deadline June 15 201

6 



July 

July -Sept 

October 

October 

End November 

December 

December 

January 

January 

NEXT STEP FOR THE PROGRAMME 



Many thanks to the PS authors for being here, 

officers and conveners for their great and 

voluntary dedicated work 

Any other Business ? 




